
Key Verses: luke 8:4-15

It is our desire that while we cannot meet together physically, we can continue 
to grow together in our homes. Use this Family Talk guide to dive deeper into 
the weekly messages and further discuss the weeks ahead in your personal time 
with God.   

Can you think of a recent example when you wish you had listened more closely to 
something that was said? What happened? Why didn’t you listen more closely?

What is the difference between hearing something and listening to something?

What, in today’s culture, makes listening well a difficult skill?

Read LUKE 8:4-15.

Why do you think Jesus taught in parables? Why do you think so many people 
heard the words of Jesus but then didn’t understand them?

In what ways do you see people today hearing the words of Jesus but not really 
listening to them?

Why is listening to God’s Word so valuable to our lives? Why is having this seed in 
our own lives so important?

Based on Jesus’ interpretation, what character traits would be representative of 
each kind of soil? Which of the soils produce similar results? What do these results 
portray? Which soil is unique and how so?

When we share our faith with others, we are the farmer spreading the seed. What
help do you get from this parable about sharing your faith?

According to verse 15, what are the characteristics of a person who has been born
again?



On Sunday Wayne said, “We only truly hear God speak when we approach His word 
with a pure motivation, rejecting interpretive manipulation that leads to spiritual 
ignorance.” How would you define pure motivation in approaching God’s Word?

As followers of Christ what are the dangers for listening to false teaching?  What 
steps should we take to protect ourselves to falling to interpretive manipulation?

Why is it not enough just to listen to the teaching of Jesus? What does putting it 
into practice reveal about our commitment to Him?

Thank God for graciously giving us the gift of His Word. Pray that God would give us 
eyes to see and ears to hear the glorious truth of the gospel. Pray that God’s Word 
would take deep root in our hearts such that it produces faithful obedience and 
visible fruit. In addition, pray God allows us to faithfully spread the Word of God to 
others. 

Want to be prepared for next week’s message? 

A great tool to use for studying the Bible is what is called a H.E.A.R journal. 
The acronym H.E.A.R. stands for Highlight, Explain, Apply, and Respond. Each week, 
read the specific passage and use the following space to journal how God speaks to 
you through your personal study time. 

Read the passage. During your reading, HIGHLIGHT one or two verses that 
stand out and speak to you. 

At this stage, you will EXPLAIN what the text means. By asking some simple 
questions, i.e. Who wrote these verses? Who is this written to? What is being 
communicated?

Now APPLY this text to your life. As before, answer a series of questions 
to uncover how these verses apply to you personally, questions like: What 
does this mean today? What is God saying to me? How can this help me? 

The last step is to RESPOND. Your response to the passage may take on 
many forms. You may write a call to action, describe what will change in 
your life, something you learned, or simply writing out a prayer to God.



READ LUKE 15:11-32


